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Welcome to God’s House! 
The Mission of Gloria Dei is Caring. Sharing. Serving. Reaching. 

 

We strive to be the local church in the community of Northeast Minneapolis, who are here to 
help people come to KNOW Jesus, GROW in their faith and GO into the world equipped to 

SERVE others. GLORY TO GOD! 
 

Today’s Topic:  Through Advent we countdown to Christmas using the Advent wreath. 
 

A special welcome to visitors and guests; we are pleased that you have joined us today!  If you 
have no church family, and if we can be of any help to you, please speak with Pastor Martin 
after the service or via email or the church office.  We pray you will feel God’s love for you and 
be empowered to live as God’s child this week. We look forward to seeing you again.  
 

Is there something you’d like us to pray for today?  If you have family members or friends 
who require our prayers, please use the prayer request cards found in each pew. They will be 
added to the Prayer list.  You can hand your request to an usher before the service or during the 
offering. They will be given to Pastor Martin to include in the prayers for today and on 
Wednesday.  Other prayer requests can be made by contacting the church office. 
 

Children are welcome in worship!   
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated.  
When we receive the true Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, 

- we express the belief that Jesus is the Son of God and Son of Man; 
- that Jesus is our Savior and only way for salvation; 
- that Jesus offers us His Body and Blood in a mysterious yet real way;  
- that Christ's sacrificial death grants the forgiveness of our sins;  
- and that God is strengthening us in this Sacrament to live a more godly; life and to amend 

with the help of the Holy Spirit, those areas not in conformity with God’s will. 
We declare these statements because it is our concern for people to not be hypocritical between 
their faith and celebrate the blessings of God's Table at the Altar. Persons unable to approach the 
Altar may be communed in the pew, please notify the Pastor or Elder if you wish this service.  
 

For Your Calendar . . .  
Wednesday, December 14 Mid-week Service with Holy Communion 
and Bible Study, 2 pm OR 5:30 pm  
Saturday, December 17 Joint Worship Service “Worship the King,” 5 pm 
Sunday, December 18 Joint Worship Service “Countdown to Christmas” 
11 am (note later start time) 
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Advent Wreath - Joy 
 
AS WE GATHER:  We can know the joy of salvation for yourselves, and proclaim this 
joy to others. 
 

+ CONNECT + 
 
WELCOME 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING HYMN “Lo, How A Rose” GDLC Choir 
 
INVOCATION 
P: The idea of giving gifts at Christmas originates with the Magi, who gave their 

gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Do you think they had any clue what 
would evolve from their actions—Black Friday, Cyber Monday, stores opening at 
midnight, companies making it or breaking it based on what they do during this 
season, families struggling with post-Christmas debt while credit card 
companies sing “Glory to God in the highest?” This morning let’s take a step 
back and let God rethink this idea of gift giving in us. And let’s begin this night 
the way God begins His life in us through the gift of baptism, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH:  Joy Candle 
 
LITANY 
P: We have lit the candle of Joy. Let’s take a moment and recognize that we are 

preparing for the one who is the source of true joy. We call to mind James’ 
words when he says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows.” 

C: And the words of David, “You make known to me the path of life; in 
your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.” 
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P: Nehemiah reminds us, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send 
some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not 
grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

C: And Jesus Himself wants us to hear this:  “I have told you this so that 
my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” 

 
P: Life with Jesus is a life of joy. 
 
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:  
P:  We have heard Jesus say to us earlier in the service that He has told us what 

we need for our joy to be complete. And yet our joy seldom feels complete. 
That’s because we have put our joy in the wrong place. Rather than putting our 
joy in Jesus and the gifts He gives us, we have put our joy in wealth or health 
or relationships or reputation or any number of other things. When we do that, 
it’s easy for our joy to get stolen from us. Let’s pause and reflect on why we 
need forgiveness for that. (Silence for personal confession)  Let’s confess that 
now. 

C:  Gracious God, you have given us everything we need for complete joy. 
And you have given it to us freely as a gift. Yet like Adam and Eve in 
the Garden we have been discontent with what you have given and 
we have wanted more. In doing so, we have rejected your gift and 
condemned ourselves. Forgive us, Lord, for Jesus’ sake, and restore to 
us the joy of your salvation. Amen. 

 
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: Let us pray that we remain alert for the coming of the Lord… Jesus, Son of 

God, 
C: You have promised to return at a time that no one knows. Keep us 

watchful in prayer and strong in faith as we wait for you to come. For 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 

+ NURTURE + 
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SONG OF PRAISE “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380 
Text & music: Public domain 

 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!  Hail, the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 
 

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 35:3-10 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have 
an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 
shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For 
waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where 
they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean 
shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are 
fools, they shall not go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And 
the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!   
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EPISTLE LESSON Romans 15:8-13 
Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles 
For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order 
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will 
praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 
And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 
And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!    
 
GOSPEL READING Luke 2:8-12 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 
C: Glory to You, O Lord! 
 
The Shepherds and the Angels 
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying in a manger.” 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!   
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” LSB 338 

Text and Tune: Public Domain 

 
Come, Thou long expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
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Born Thy people to deliver; born a child and yet a King! 
Born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all sufficient merit raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 
MESSAGE “The Advent Candle of Joy” Pastor Martin Cornes 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH:  Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he 
rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.  
 
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS 
 

+ EMPOWER + 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
(Prayer response – P:  Lord, in your mercy, C:  Hear our prayer.) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
PREFACE TO HOLY COMMUNION 
L: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
L: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
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L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
 
PROPER PREFACE 
L: It is our duty and delight at all times and everywhere to give thanks to You, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for You have enlightened us 
by the working of the Holy Spirit. Grant that the Spirit, who has called and 
gathered us, would guide us in all things, that we be enabled to speak the 
Gospel to others and rejoice in sharing the gift of salvation that is our treasure. 
This we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, with You and the Holy Spirit, 
is one God, through whom with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take this, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in 
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you, Amen.   
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would strengthen us 
through the same, in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.   
 
CLOSING SONG “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” LSB 803 

Text & Music: Public Domain 
 

Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, Praising Thee, their sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
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All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee. 

 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 
Well-spring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, fountain-head of love divine: 

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!  Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 

+ Silent Prayer + 
 

POSTLUDE  
 

+ WE DEPART TO SERVE + 
 

+  +  + 
 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  Hymns are copied with permission:   CCLI # 689918   

 

 

On Wednesday December 14th at 2 pm and 5:30 pm Gloria Dei will be making 300 
Sandwiches for the Homeless.  DCE Dr. Jim Seemann, who is supported by the MN 
South District and works for District Correctional Ministry & The New Freedom Store 
will distribute the sandwiches, granola bars and chips to the homeless on our behalf. 
We will also hear from our local Thrivent representative Laela Erickson, who will spend 
some time sharing with us about Financial Literacy. Thrivent Financial is also providing 
$500 of Thrivent Action Funds towards the Sandwich costs. 
Come and join us and make an impact this Christmas. 
 

Salvation Army Christmas Tree Gift Collection. 

TODAY is the last day the Social Ministry Committee will be collecting new gift items 
for children ages 0-14 for the Salvation Army.  Place your unwrapped gifts under the 
Christmas tree in the Lobby.  As in the past years, the Salvation Army’s auditor has 
requested we add the monetary value of the gifts donated.  Please add an estimated 
dollar amount to the items you leave under the tree.     

https://www.facebook.com/The-New-Freedom-Store-106044761089262/
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SERVING TODAY 
Elder:  Karmon Christopherson 
Reader:  Verlayne Sather 
Ushers:  Dale Raschke and Wade Billmeyer 
Altar Care:  OPEN 
Counters:  Dale Raschke and Wade Billmeyer 

  Attendance:  12/04/2022:  32 
Offerings – Loose Plate $237; Regular $2,555; Thanksgiving Holiday $20; 
Candle $106; Salvation Army Food Shelf $25, Piano Fund $25; Rent $155; 
Christmas Poinsettia $15; Thrivent Choice Dollars $57 Total $3,195 
 

Needed each week for 2022:  $2,488.85   
 

OUR WEEKLY CALENDAR 
12/11 Sun  Third Sunday in Advent 
 10:00 am Worship Service w/HC  
 10:30 am Royal Family Sunday School – Fellowship Hall 
 11:45 am Royal Family Worship Service 

 6:00 pm NA  
12/12 Mon 7:00 pm AA 
 8:00 pm AlAnon  
12/13 Tues 6:30 pm  Council Meeting 
12/14 Wed 2:00 pm Mid-week Service w/HC and Bible Study  
 5:30 pm Mid-week Service w/HC and Bible Study  
12/15 Thurs 6:00 pm Royal Family Bible Study 
12/16 Fri 5:00 pm TLWCC Music set-up and practice 
 8:00 pm AA/A1Anon 
12/17 Sat 9:00 am TLWCC Worship & Fellowship 
 5:00 pm Gloria Dei and Royal Family Joint Worship 

Service “Worship the King” (P. Matthew) 
 6:00 pm TLWCC Prayer Night 

12/18 Sun  Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 11:00 am Gloria Dei and Royal Family Joint Worship 

Service “Countdown to Christmas” (P. Martin) 
 10:30 am Royal Family Sunday School – Fellowship Hall 

 6:00 pm NA   
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TODAY’S LUTHERAN HOUR 
December 11 "Beauty We Can't See" (Isaiah 28:5) 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
We often feel our need for God's presence only when we see what it looks like when 

He's absent. 
 

NEXT WEEK ON THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
December 18 "Gestures of Hope" (Isaiah 7:14) 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Dr. Michael Zeigler shows how even the smallest acts of kindness can go a long way, 
by God's grace. 
 

On Sunday mornings, listen on 830 AM WCCO AM at 6:05 am, or 1110 AM, Omaha, at 
6:30 am, or XM 170 Satellite Radio on Sundays at noon or listen anytime at 
www.lutheranhour.org 
 

STEWARDSHIP:  December 11 – Advent 3 
Isaiah 35:4 – “Say to those who have an anxious heart, ‘Be strong; fear not! Behold, 
your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and 
save you.’” The return of our Lord at the Last Day is a cause of joy and anticipation for 
us believers. We know our Lord and His love, and we look forward to His Second 
Advent. Indeed, how we live our lives here and now flows from our certain hope of 
resurrection and eternal life. 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE:   
“As sure as Christmas will come again on December 25, our Lord will come again. As 
we look forward to the Last Day, let’s dress for the occasion, putting on godliness and 
repentance. Let’s celebrate everything He did the first time He came to assure us of 
our home of righteousness. Let’s be spiritually awake and alert for His coming again, 
knowing that we will enjoy God’s perfect paradise, our eternal home.” Rev. Peter 
Sulzle, St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote 
from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 

Main Street Living airs each Sunday at 9 a.m. on WFTC Channel 29/9-2 with an 
episode of This Is the Life. This week’s feature from Lutheran Hour Ministries is “Red 
Boots Christmas” and features a shoemaker who learns the true meaning of 
Christmas. The worship service will begin at 9:30 a.m. with the Rev. Tim Moe from 
Zion Lutheran Church in Eleva, WI. The message titled “Advent Uncertainties and 
Assurances” will be based on Matthew 11:2-6. For more information or to watch 
the program, go to www.mainstreetliving.com select the “Twin Cities” tab.   

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
http://www.lutheranhour.org/
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BIRTHDAYS:  13th Dorothy Pempton, 16th Dolores Kluwe 

ANNIVERSARIES:  None 
 

ETERNAL CANDLE:  Open 
FLOWERS:  Open 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Jean Brede, Robert & Delores Kluwe, Mary Lenzen, 

Dorothy Norback, Larry Schlais, Bev Svac, Nanc Rixe, Lillian Troiden and all our shut-ins 
 

IN OUR EXTENDED PRAYERS   
James Norman, Sr. (James’ dad) Being treated for Stage 4 cancer 
Lee Wakeman (Shirley Slagle’s brother) in Mercy Hospital with liver failure 
Kurt Nowacki (Bruce & Julie Cross’ Brother-in-Law) recently diagnosed with 
‘myopathy,’ a degenerative muscle disease 
Jeremy (Patty and Meridel’s neice Mandy’s husband) recovery from a traumatic injury 
Paul Christopherson (Karman and Meridel’s son) Hospitalized with heart issues - AFib 
Roselyn Norman recovering from a recent car accident 
Rod DeKam (Dale’s brother in law) has pancreatic cancer  
Bruce (Wenda Schwoch’s BIL has stage 4 prostate cancer and Ashley (Wenda’s 
niece) continued prayers 
John (Karmon/Meridel SnL) has been diagnosed with chronic myelogenous leukemia 
(CML), prayers for good results on continued cancer treatments 
Gwen Johnson’s sister-in-law and niece who both are suffering with serious health issues 
Roxie Johnson (Morelli’s niece) heart issues, pacemaker implanted, continued prayers 
Warren (Karmon’s BnL) Receiving chemo and radiation for Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma 
Dale (friend of Patty’s brother, Dick) Stage 4 kidney/lung cancer, in hospice  
Ty (Wade Billmeyer’s Friend of a friend) continued prayers 
Amy Price (Morelli’s niece) – treatments for stage 4 cancer   
For First Responders/Health Care Workers, including James Norman, an ICU nurse 

THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY IN DANGEROUS AREAS    
 

NOTE: Those “in our extend prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks. If there is someone you 

would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office. 
 

 


