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Welcome to God’s House! 
The Mission of Gloria Dei is Caring. Sharing. Serving. Reaching. 

 

We strive to be the local church in the community of Northeast Minneapolis, who are here to 

help people come to KNOW Jesus, GROW in their faith and GO into the world equipped to 

SERVE others. GLORY TO GOD! 
 

Today’s Topic:  The Christmas story is all about love. 
 

A special welcome to visitors and guests; we are pleased that you have joined us today!  If you 

have no church family, and if we can be of any help to you, please speak with Pastor Martin 

after the service or via email or the church office.  We pray you will feel God’s love for you and 

be empowered to live as God’s child this week. We look forward to seeing you again.  
 

Is there something you’d like us to pray for today?  If you have family members or friends 

who require our prayers, please use the prayer request cards found in each pew. They will be 

added to the Prayer list.  You can hand your request to an usher before the service or during the 

offering.  
 

Children are welcome in worship!   
 

 

Join Gloria Dei for Worship! 
3 PM Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion 

10 AM Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion 

and Every Sunday at 10 AM with Holy Communion  
 

Join Royal Family for Worship! 
11:45 am Christmas Day Service 

and Every Sunday at 11:45 AM (Sunday School at 10:30 am) 
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Advent Wreath - Love 
 
AS WE GATHER:  The central message of love at Christmas is that God loves each 
one of us. 

+ CONNECT + 
 
WELCOME 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING CAROL “Mary Did You Know?” GDLC & Royal Family Choir 
 
INVOCATION 
L: From the start, Christmas has been about worship. It started with the heavenly 

host filling the Bethlehem sky with glory and then singing of the glory and 
peace that the first Christmas was bringing into the world. It continued with the 
shepherds and later the Magi. Now we have become part of that Christmas 
worship. We have cantatas and children’s Christmas programs, candlelight 
services and lessons and carols. But sometimes we are so focused on the 
event, that we forget about the person, Jesus. Let’s aim for more Jesus this 
Christmas, as our Advent worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin, in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH:   Love 
 
LITANY 
L: We have lit the candle of love. Let’s take a moment and recognize that we 

worship what we love. The Magi’s journey was a journey of love. 
C: “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 

Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is 
the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it 
rose and have come to worship him.’” 

 
L: The same event which moved the Magi to worship and love, caused Herod a 

great disturbance. He loved his throne, his power. And he worshipped what he 
loved. 
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C: “When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem 
with him… When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the 
Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in 
Bethlehem.” 

 
L: Life with Jesus is a life of love. “One of the teachers of the law came and asked 

Jesus, ‘Of all the commandments, which is the most important?’ Jesus answered,  
C: “The most important one is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 

Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The 
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
commandment greater than these.’” 

 
L: Life with Jesus is a life of love. 
 
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS 
L: In worship, we discover that God is a Holy God who, while He loves us perfectly 

and unconditionally, cannot tolerate sin. Let’s confess our sin and our need for 
forgiveness. 

C: Gracious God, we are guilty of worshipping what we love. We put 
more effort and energy into the earthly things we love, while our 
worship of you grows shallow and our love for you grows weak. 
Forgive us, Lord, and refresh our hearts. Let your grace renew in us a 
desire to love and worship you with all that we have. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen. 

 
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED 
 

+ NURTURE + 
 
MESSAGE “The Advent Candle of Love” (Part I) Pastor Martin Cornes 
 
SONG OF PRAISE “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” LSB 366 - vs 1 2 4 

Text & music: Public domain 

 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old 

From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven's all gracious King" 

The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
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Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heavenly music floats,  o'er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hov’ring wing, 

And ever o'er its babel sounds, the blessed angles sing. 
 

For lo, the days have come to pass by prophets seen of old, 
When down into the circling years came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth God’s ancient promise bring, 
And all who take this gift will hear the song the angels sing. 

 
MESSAGE “The Advent Candle of Love” (Part II) Pastor Martin Cornes 
 
GOSPEL READING Matthew 1:18-25 
The Birth of Jesus Christ 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she 
had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!   
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Away In a Manger” LSB 364 

Text & Tune: Public domain  

 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  
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The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 
MESSAGE “The Advent Candle of Love” (Part III) Pastor Martin Cornes 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 53:1-9 
Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the LORD 

been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant,  and like a root out of 
dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty 
that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was 
despised, and we esteemed him not. 
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was 
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—
every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is 
led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his 
mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who 
considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of 
my people? And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.   
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!   
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EPISTLE LESSON Romans 5:1-11 
Peace with God Through Faith 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace 
in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we 
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to 
shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who has been given to us. 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will 
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare 
even to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more 
shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!   
 
CAROL “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380 

Text & music: Public domain 

 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!  Hail, the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King."    
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Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH:  Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he 
rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.  
 
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS 
 

+ EMPOWER + 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
(Prayer response – P:  Lord, in your mercy, C:  Hear our prayer.) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
CLOSING SONG “Soon and Very Soon” 

Musixmatch | lyrics © Crouch Music Corp., Bud-john Songs Inc. 

 
Soon and very soon,  We are going to see the King, 
Soon and very soon,  We are going to see the King. 
Soon and very soon,  We are going to see the King, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah,  We are going to see the King. 

https://www.musixmatch.com/
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No more crying there,  We are going to see the King, 
No more crying there,  We are going to see the King. 
No more crying there,  We are going to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah,  We are going to see the King. 

 

Hellelujah.  Ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh, ah. 
 

No more dying there,  We are going to see the King, 
No more dying there,  We are going to see the King. 
No more dying there,  We are going to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah,  We are going to see the King. 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah,  We are going to see the King. 

 
 "Go Tell It On The Mountain" LSB 388 

Text & music: Public domain 
 
Refrain:  Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and every-where; 

 Go tell it on the mountain,  That Jesus Christ is born. 
 

While shepherds kept their watching, O'er silent flocks by night, 
 Behold, throughout the heavens, There shone a holy light. Refrain 

 

The shepherds feared and trembled,  When, lo, above the earth 
 Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain 

 

Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born; 
 And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 

+ Silent Prayer + 
 

POSTLUDE  
 

+ WE DEPART TO SERVE + 
 

+  +  + 
 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  Hymns are copied with permission:   CCLI # 689918    
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SERVING TODAY 
Elder:  Karmon Christopherson 
Reader:  Linda Smith 
Altar Care:  Morelli’s 
Counters:  Morelli’s 

  Attendance:  12/11/2022:  43 
Offerings – Loose Plate $11; Regular $1,925; Online $220; Rent $1,200; 
WCRA Refund $17.07; Piano Fund $50  Total $3,423.07 
 

Needed each week for 2022:  $2,488.85   
 

OUR WEEKLY CALENDAR 
12/18 Sun  Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 11:00 am Gloria Dei and Royal Family Joint Worship Service 

“Countdown to Christmas” (Lead by P. Martin) 
 10:30 am Royal Family Sunday School – Fellowship Hall 

 6:00 pm NA  
12/19 Mon 8:00 pm AlAnon  
12/20 Wed 2:00 pm NO Mid-week Service w/HC and Bible Study  
 5:30 pm NO Mid-week Service w/HC and Bible Study  
12/22 Thurs 6:00 pm Royal Family Bible Study 
12/23 Fri 5:00 pm TLWCC Music set-up and practice 
 8:00 pm AA/A1Anon 
12/24 Sat 9:00 am TLWCC Worship & Fellowship 
 3:00 pm Christmas Eve Service w/HC 
 6:00 pm TLWCC Prayer Night 

12/25 Sun  Christmas Day  
 10:00 am Christmas Day Worship Service w/HC 
 11:30 am Royal Family Worship 
 10:30 am Royal Family Sunday School – Fellowship Hall 

 6:00 pm NA  
 

 

STEWARDSHIP:  December 18 – Advent 4 
Matthew 1:21 – “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” What our good works could never do, Jesus has 
done: He has saved us from our sins, paid our debt, set us free. How can we not give 
thanks to Him with lives of generosity and godliness? What God’s Law could not do — 
truly motivate us to truly good works — Jesus’ love has done! 
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BIRTHDAYS:  19th Pat Vogel, 20th Gwen Johnson, 24th Danielle Ohnstad 

ANNIVERSARIES:  None 
 

ETERNAL CANDLE:  Shirley Holzinger – In Loving Memory of Rudy 
FLOWERS:  Open 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Jean Brede, Robert & Delores Kluwe, Mary Lenzen, Dorothy 

Norback, Larry Schlais, Bev Svac, Lillian Troiden and all our shut-ins 
 

IN OUR EXTENDED PRAYERS   
Karen (Karmon’s sister) Recently diagnosed with cancer (Warren’s wife) 
James Norman, Sr. (James’ dad) Being treated for Stage 4 cancer 
Lee Wakeman (Shirley Slagle’s brother) in Mercy Hospital with liver failure 
Kurt Nowacki (Bruce & Julie Cross’ Brother-in-Law) recently diagnosed with 
‘myopathy,’ a degenerative muscle disease 
Nanc Rixe continued prayers for safety and good health  
Jeremy (Patty and Meridel’s neice Mandy’s husband) recovery from a traumatic injury 
Roselyn Norman recovering from a recent car accident 
Rod DeKam (Dale’s brother in law) has pancreatic cancer  
Bruce (Wenda Schwoch’s BIL has stage 4 prostate cancer and Ashley (Wenda’s 
niece) continued prayers 
John (Karmon/Meridel SnL) has been diagnosed with chronic myelogenous leukemia 
(CML), prayers for good results on continued cancer treatments 
Gwen Johnson’s sister-in-law and niece who both are suffering with serious health issues 
Roxie Johnson (Morelli’s niece) heart issues, pacemaker implanted, continued prayers 
Warren (Karmon’s BnL) Receiving chemo and radiation for Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma 
Dale (friend of Patty’s brother, Dick) Stage 4 kidney/lung cancer, in hospice  
Ty (Wade Billmeyer’s Friend of a friend) continued prayers 
Amy Price (Morelli’s niece) – treatments for stage 4 cancer   
For First Responders/Health Care Workers, including James Norman, an ICU nurse 

THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY IN DANGEROUS AREAS    
 

NOTE: Those “in our extend prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks. If there is someone you 

would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office. 
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Salvation Army Christmas Tree Gift Collection was a Success 
The Social Ministry Committee collected a mountain of new gift items for children ages 
0-14 for the Salvation Army totaling $887.65.  Gifts were place under the Christmas 
tree in the Lobby and were then taken to the Salvation Army for distribution to 
families in need.   
 

Job Well Done! 
Thank you to Meridel Christopherson, Shirley Holzinger, Gwen Johnson, Patty 
Lyrenmann, Pam Morelli, MaryAnn Piper, Verlayne Sather, Pat Scott and Sandy 
Westling who donated an entire morning of their time to put together and delivery 
Christmas Baskets to our shut-in member and care homes in the surrounding 
neighborhood.  This year, Thrivent Action Team dollars were to cover the cost of 
the baskets.   
Did you know, Thrivent can help you make a difference in the community? 
Simply gather a team of friends, family or neighbors to put on a fundraiser, 
educational event or service activity. Thrivent will provide the resources you 
need to get started – including up to $250 in seed money. Then you and your 
team can get busy bringing your project to life. We all want to give back, but 
sometimes it’s hard to know where to begin. Thrivent Action Teams can help you 
make a positive impact in your community. 

 

300 Sandwiches for the Homeless 
Members of GDLC made 300 sandwiches for the homeless (all included a special 
note).  The sandwiches were delivered to DCE Dr. Jim Seemann, who is supported by 
the MN South District and works for District Correctional Ministry and The New 
Freedom Store.  Jim will then distribute the sandwiches, granola bars and chips to the 
homeless on Gloria Dei’s behalf.  All the sandwiches were dropped off with Jim and his 
response was “You have one very generous church, Pastor Martin. You are blessed.” 
Thrivent Financial provided the funding to make this project possible through the 
Thrivent Action Team program.  Thank you to everyone who participated!! 

 

No Mid-week Service and or Bible Study on Wednesday, 
December 21, December 28 and January 4, 2023.   
We will resume on Wednesday, January 11, 2023. 

https://www.facebook.com/The-New-Freedom-Store-106044761089262/
https://www.facebook.com/The-New-Freedom-Store-106044761089262/

