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Welcome to God’s House! 
The Mission of Gloria Dei is Caring. Sharing. Serving. Reaching. 

 

We strive to be the local church in the community of Northeast Minneapolis, who are 
here to help people come to KNOW Jesus, GROW in their faith and GO into the world 

equipped to SERVE others. GLORY TO GOD! 
 

Today’s Topic:  The Christ Candle is lit as the source of our Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. 

 
A special welcome to visitors and guests; we are pleased that you have joined us today!  If you 
have no church family, and if we can be of any help to you, please speak with Pastor Martin 
after the service or via email.  We pray you will feel God’s love for you and be empowered to 
live as God’s child this week. We look forward to seeing you again.  
 

Please take a moment to pray that God will bless your time in His house and that your worship 
this evening would be in “Spirit and in Truth!”  May our worship help you experience the 
peace which comes from knowing that you have been reconciled with your heavenly Father 
through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated.  
When we receive the true Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, 

- we express the belief that Jesus is the Son of God and Son of Man; 
- that Jesus is our Savior and only way for salvation; 
- that Jesus offers us His Body and Blood in a mysterious yet real way;  
- that Christ's sacrificial death grants the forgiveness of our sins;  
- and that God is strengthening us in this Sacrament to live a more godly; life and to amend 

with the help of the Holy Spirit, those areas not in conformity with God’s will. 
We declare these statements because it is our concern for people to not be hypocritical between 
their faith and celebrate the blessings of God's Table at the Altar. Persons unable to approach 
the Altar may be communed in the pew, please notify the Pastor or Elder if you wish this 
service.  
 

A special note to our visitors: 
We welcome you and invite you to worship with us every Sunday at 10 AM 

 

 

A Blessed Christmas to each of you! 
Please join us tomorrow morning, Christmas Day, at 10:00 AM for our 

continuing celebration of the Christ Child's birth.    
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The Nativity of Our Lord 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 
AS WE GATHER:  Our Hope, Peace, Joy and Love is found in Christ. 
 

+ CONNECT + 
 
WELCOME 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
INVOCATION 
L: Our worship begins this Christmas Eve, in the way our lives in Christ begin in 

baptism:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.   
 
PROCESSION OF LIGHT 
 
CAROL “Once In Royal David’s City” LSB 376 v1 solo – v 2/4 

Text & tune: Public domain 

 
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 

 
He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 
And our eyes at last shall see Him, through His own redeeming love; 

For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above; 
And He feels for all our sadness, and He shares in all our gladness. 
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OPENING SENTENCES  
L: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
C: Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
 
L: For to us a child is born, 
C: To us a son is given; 
 
L: And the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
C: And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful” LSB 379 v1 & 3 

Text & music: Public domain 

 
O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, Born the King of Angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God  In the highest 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him Christ the Lord! 
 

+ NURTURE + 
 
OLD TESTAMENT Reader Julie Cross Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called. 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of 
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
CAROL “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear” LSB 366 v 1 & 4 

Text & music: Public domain 

 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old 

From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven's all gracious King" 

The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 

For lo, the days have come to pass by prophets seen of old, 
When down into the circling years came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth God’s ancient promise bring, 
And all who take this gift will hear the song the angels sing. 

 
EPISTLE LESSON Reader Sandy Westling Luke 1:26–38 
Birth of Jesus Foretold 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—
the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived 
a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be 
to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 
L: The Word of the newborn King. 
C: Thanks be to God!   
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CAROL “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380 
Text & music: Public domain 

 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!  Hail, the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 
 

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Reader Julie Cross Luke 2:1-20 
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke  
C: Glory to You, O newborn King! 
 
The Birth of Jesus Christ 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to 
give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
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The Shepherds and the Angels 
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the 
saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered 
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 
them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ!   
 
CAROL “Away In a Manger” LSB 364 

Text & Tune: Public domain  

 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
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MESSAGE “The Christ Candle” Pastor Martin Cornes 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH:  Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he 
rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.  
 

+ EMPOWER + 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For peace from the child born to us and the salvation He won for us, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world of which the angels sang, especially in those 

areas where there is no peace from war at this moment, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For this holy house and for all who fill it with Christmas carols, their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Help, comfort and heal those who are on our minds at the moment, those we 

know of who are ill and struggling, gracious Lord.  
C: Amen.     
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P: These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, 
grant to us for the sake of Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: This child is both the Lord of all creation from eternity and our Savior, born 

within time to set us free from all sin. Let us therefore confess our sins to our 
gracious Lord. 

(Silence for reflection on our sinful condition) 
 
P: Holy Child born in Bethlehem, 
C: we are sinful from birth, incapable of pleasing You or even ourselves 

without Your aid. We have not loved You above all or our neighbors 
as ourselves. We confess our loveless thoughts, misspoken words, 
and self-centered actions. 

 
P: Lord Jesus, one with the Father and Holy Spirit, who made all things in heaven 

and earth, 
C: forgive us and create in us new hearts that we may seek to do Your 

will in our thoughts, words, and actions. 
 
P: Savior from sin, death, and the power of the devil, 
C: strengthen our faith, increase our hope, and multiply our joy as we 

celebrate Your coming among us. 
 
P: The child is the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the 
children of God and blesses them with the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
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FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED 
 
PREFACE TO HOLY COMMUNION 
L: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
L: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
L: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, whose birth proclaims the fulfillment of Your promises and 
makes visible Your love for us and all people. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take this, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in 
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you, Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
A: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would strengthen us 
through the same, in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
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through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: The light shone bright for both the rich Magi and to poor Shepherds.  

The Light shone that all men may again dwell in the light. 
But the TRUE LIGHT was not in the sky.   
The true light was in a manger.  
The Christ child.   
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not and cannot 
overcome it!   
Jesus Christ the light of the world became flesh.  
His light shines.   

 
HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1–14 
The Word Became Flesh 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him 
was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light. 
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ!   
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CAROL “Silent Night” LSB 363 
Text & Tune: Public Domain 

 
Silent night, holy night!   All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from your holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that Jesus has come to be our savior and our friend:  
We welcome Him with love, and worship Him with gladness, for your glory’s sake. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 

+ Silent Prayer + 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

+ WE DEPART TO SERVE + 
 

+  +  + 
 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  Hymns are copied with permission:   CCLI # 689918 

 

STEWARDSHIP:  December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Matthew 1:21 – “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” What our good works could never do, Jesus has 
done: He has saved us from our sins, paid our debt, set us free. How can we not give 
thanks to Him with lives of generosity and godliness? What God’s Law could not do — 
truly motivate us to truly good works — Jesus’ love has done!  
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SERVING TODAY 
Elder:  Karmon Christopherson 
Readers:  Julie Cross and Sandy Westling 
Ushers:  Tom & Patty Lyrenmann 
Counters:  Sandy Westling and Tom Harris 
Altar Care:  Tom & Patty Lyrenmann 

 

OUR WEEKLY CALENDAR 
12/25 Sun The Nativity Our Lord, Christmas Day 
 10:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion 
 10:30 am Royal Family Sunday School 
 11:45 am Royal Family Worship Service 
 6:00 pm N/A 
12/26 Mon 8:00 pm AlAnon 
12/28 Wed 2:00 pm NO Mid-week Service and/or Bible Study 
 5:30 pm NO Mid-week Service and/or Bible Study 
12/29 Thurs 6:00 pm Royal Family Bible Study 
12/30 Fri 5:00 pm TLWCC Music set-up and Practice 
 8:00 pm AlAnon 
12/31 Sat 9:00 am TLWCC Worship & Fellowship 
 5:00 pm Royal Family Praise & Worship Rehearsal 
 6:00 pm TLWCC Prayer Night 

1/01 Sun First Sunday after Christmas 
 10:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion 
 10:30 am Royal Family Sunday School 
 11:45 am Royal Family Worship Service 

 6:00 pm NA  

  
 

The beautiful poinsettias throughout the church were graciously given by: 
Verlayne Sather (Our Savior’s birth), Sandy Westling, Mary Piper (IMO Lil 

and Jerry Piper), Derald & Christ Hadrath (IMO Parents), The Morelli’s, 
Martin & Rachel Cornes, Karmon & Meridel Christopherson, Pat Scott,  

Gwen Johnson, Tom & Patty Lyrenmann,  
Shirley Holzinger (IMO Mom & Dad and Husband, Rudy) 
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BIRTHDAYS:  24th Danielle Ohnstad 

ANNIVERSARIES:  None 
 

ETERNAL CANDLE:  Sandy Westling – Jesus’ Birth!  
FLOWERS:  Christmas Poinsettias 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Jean Brede, Robert & Delores Kluwe, Mary Lenzen, Dorothy 

Norback, Larry Schlais, Bev Svac, Lillian Troiden and all our shut-ins 
 

IN OUR EXTENDED PRAYERS   
Karen (Karmon’s sister) Recently diagnosed with cancer (Warren’s wife) 
James Norman, Sr. (James’ dad) Being treated for Stage 4 cancer 
Lee Wakeman (Shirley Slagle’s brother) in Mercy Hospital with liver failure 
Kurt Nowacki (Bruce & Julie Cross’ Brother-in-Law) recently diagnosed with 
‘myopathy,’ a degenerative muscle disease 
Nanc Rixe continued prayers for safety and good health  
Jeremy (Patty and Meridel’s neice Mandy’s husband) recovery from a traumatic injury 
Roselyn Norman recovering from a recent car accident 
Rod DeKam (Dale’s brother in law) has pancreatic cancer  
Bruce (Wenda Schwoch’s BIL has stage 4 prostate cancer and Ashley (Wenda’s 
niece) continued prayers 
John (Karmon/Meridel SnL) has been diagnosed with chronic myelogenous leukemia 
(CML), prayers for good results on continued cancer treatments 
Gwen Johnson’s sister-in-law and niece who both are suffering with serious health issues 
Roxie Johnson (Morelli’s niece) heart issues, pacemaker implanted, continued prayers 
Warren (Karmon’s BnL) Receiving chemo and radiation for Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma 
Dale (friend of Patty’s brother, Dick) Stage 4 kidney/lung cancer, in hospice  
Ty (Wade Billmeyer’s Friend of a friend) continued prayers 
Amy Price (Morelli’s niece) – treatments for stage 4 cancer   
For First Responders/Health Care Workers, including James Norman, an ICU nurse 

THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY IN DANGEROUS AREAS    
 

NOTE: Those “in our extend prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks. If there is someone you 

would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office. 
 

   


