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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
(The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
“The Wise Men, What Gift Shall I Bring?” 

 

Order of Worship  
December 25, 2022  |  10:00 AM 

Pastor Martin Cornes 
 

3014 McKinley St NE, Minneapolis, MN  55418 
612-781-1989 

 

www.gloriadeilcms.org email:  info@gloriadeilcms.org 
Contact Pastor Martin Cornes:  Martin@GloriaDeiLCMS.org 

Pianist:  Martin McGinn   
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Welcome to God’s House! 
The Mission of Gloria Dei is Caring. Sharing. Serving. Reaching. 

 

We strive to be the local church in the community of Northeast Minneapolis, who are here to 
help people come to KNOW Jesus, GROW in their faith and GO into the world equipped to 

SERVE others. GLORY TO GOD! 
 

A Blessed Christmas to each of you! 
 

Today’s Topic:  The Wise Men were told to follow a star which led them to the savior of the world.  
 

A special welcome to visitors and guests; we are pleased that you have joined us today!  If you 
have no church family, and if we can be of any help to you, please speak with Pastor Martin 
after the service or via email or the church office.  We pray you will feel God’s love for you and 
be empowered to live as God’s child this week. We look forward to seeing you again.  
 

Today’s Topic:  The Wise Men were told to follow a star which led them to the savior of 
the world. 
 

Is there something you’d like us to pray for today?  If you have family members or friends who 
require our prayers, please use the prayer request cards found in each pew. They will be added to 
the Prayer list.  Please hand your request to an usher before the service or during the offering. 
They will give them to Pastor Martin to include in the prayers for today and on Wednesday. 
Other prayer requests can be made by contacting the church office directly. 
 

Children are welcome in worship!   
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated.  
When we receive the true Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, 

- we express the belief that Jesus is the Son of God and Son of Man; 
- that Jesus is our Savior and only way for salvation; 
- that Jesus offers us His Body and Blood in a mysterious yet real way;  
- that Christ's sacrificial death grants the forgiveness of our sins;  
- and that God is strengthening us in this Sacrament to live a more godly; life and to 

amend with the help of the Holy Spirit, those areas not in conformity with God’s will. 
We declare these statements because it is our concern for people to not be hypocritical between 
their faith and celebrate the blessings of God's Table at the Altar. Persons unable to approach the 
Altar may be communed in the pew, please notify the Pastor or Elder if you wish this service.  
 

A special note to our visitors: 
We welcome you and invite you to worship with us every Sunday at 10 AM 
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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

 
AS WE GATHER:  Each day God gives us opportunities to grow in faith of our 
savior, and to shine as stars as we point others in the right direction. 
 

+ CONNECT + 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING HYMN “Joy to the World” LSB 387 

Text & Tune: Public domain 

 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

 
No more let sins and sorrows grow nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love.  
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INVOCATION 
P: Our worship begins this Christmas morning in the way our lives in Christ 

begin in baptism:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Alleluia!  A holy day has dawned upon us.  Come, all you nations, and 

worship the Lord.  Alleluia! 
C: The LORD is God and He has made His light to shine upon us. 
 
P: This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
C: Alleluia!  Oh, come, let us sing to the LORD  Let us worship and bow 

down; let us kneel before the LORD, our maker!  Alleluia! 
 
P: For to us a Child is born, 
C: To us a Son is given; 
 
P: And the government will shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be 

called; 
C: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 
 
P: Christ the child is Lord of all! 
C: Christ the child was born for you! 
 
SONG OF PRAISE “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” LSB 393 

Text & tune: Public domain 

 
Infant holy, infant lowly,  For His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing,  Christ the child is Lord of all. 
Swiftly winging angels singing, Bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping, Vigil till the morning new 
Saw the glory, heard the story, Tidings of a Gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,  Praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you! 
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CONFESSION OF OUR SINS 
L: The psalmist reminds us that only those who have clean hands and pure 

hearts, those who do not lift up their souls to what is false and do not swear 
deceitfully can come into God’s presence.  None of us is worthy to come near 
to God on our own merits; but on this day, we rejoice that God has come to 
us as Immanuel, God with us. The angel promised Joseph that "He will save 
His people from their sins," which is what our gracious Lord has done. As we 
are about to receive Him under bread and wine, let us therefore go to the 
throne of His mercy, confessing our sins, confident of His mercy and 
forgiveness. 

 
L: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
C: We confess that we have not acknowledged Your presence with us 

each day. We have thought, spoken, and acted as though You were 
a God far away from us. Your Word reveals to us Your incarnate 
presence with us, in our time, in our space – not only to judge, but 
to offer us love, mercy, guidance, and hope. Forgive us good Lord.  
Strengthen our faith that we may live in this world as brothers and 
sisters of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

 
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
L: Let us pray. 
C: Heavenly Father, for the love that caused Christmas to happen, we 

give you thanks and praise and worship. As your love story with 
humanity continues in the chapters of our lives, may we become 
the instruments with which you write. In the name of the Christ 
Child. Amen.  

 

+ NURTURE + 
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CAROL “Angels from the Realms of Glory” LSB 367 
Text & music: Public domain 

 
Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth. 
Come and worship, come and worship; Worship Christ the newborn King. 

 
Shepherds in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, yonder shines the Infant Light. 
Come and worship, come and worship; Worship Christ the newborn King. 

 
Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations, ye have seen His natal star. 

Come and worship, come and worship; Worship Christ the newborn King. 
 

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, in His temple shall appear. 

Come and worship, come and worship; Worship Christ the newborn King. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 60:1-6 
The Future Glory of Israel 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the 
LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall 
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come 
to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and 
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 
 
L: This is the Word of our newborn King! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 
C: Glory to You, O Lord! 
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The Visit of the Wise Men 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, 
for so it is written by the prophet:  “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 
who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what 
time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I 
too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their 
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it 
came to rest over the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way. 
 
P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ!  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “We Three Kings” 

 
We three kings of Orient are; Bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, Following yonder star. 
 

Refrain: 
O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, Gold I bring to crown him again, 
 King forever, ceasing never, Over us all to reign. Refrain 
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Frankincense to offer have I; Incense owns a Deity nigh; 
 Prayer and praising, voices raising, Worshiping God most high. Refrain 

 
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume, Breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

 Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, Sealed in the stone-cold tomb.Refrain 
 

Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice: 
 Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. Refrain 
 
MESSAGE “What Gift Shall I Bring?” Pastor Martin Cornes 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH:  Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he 
rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS 
 

+ EMPOWER + 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
(Prayer response – P:  Lord, in your mercy, C:  Hear our prayer.) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
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PREFACE TO HOLY COMMUNION 
L: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
L: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
 
PROPER PREFACE 
L: It is our duty and delight at all times and everywhere to give thanks to You, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for You have enlightened 
us by the working of the Holy Spirit. Grant that the Spirit, who has called and 
gathered us, would guide us in all things, that we be enabled to speak the 
Gospel to others and rejoice in sharing the gift of salvation that is our 
treasure. This we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, with You and the 
Holy Spirit, is one God, through whom with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take this, 
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in 
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you, Amen.   
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would 
strengthen us through the same, in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.   
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CLOSING SONG "Go Tell It on the Mountain" LSB 388 
Text & music: Public domain 

 
Refrain:  Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and every-where; 

Go tell it on the mountain,  That Jesus Christ is born. 
 

While shepherds kept their watching, O'er silent flocks by night, 
 Behold, throughout the heavens, There shone a holy light. Refrain 

 

The shepherds feared and trembled,  When, lo, above the earth 
 Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain 

 

Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born; 
 And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 

+ Silent Prayer + 
 
POSTLUDE  
 

+ WE DEPART TO SERVE + 
 

+  +  + 
 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  Hymns are copied with permission:   CCLI # 

689918   
 

The beautiful poinsettias throughout the church were graciously given by: 
Verlayne Sather (Our Savior’s birth), Sandy Westling, Mary Piper (IMO Lil 

and Jerry Piper), Derald & Christ Hadrath (IMO Parents), Pat Scott, The 
Morelli’s, Gwen Johnson, Karmon & Meridel Christopherson,  

Tom & Patty Lyrenmann, Martin & Rachel Cornes, 
Shirley Holzinger (IMO Mom & Dad and Husband, Rudy), 
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SERVING TODAY 
Elder:  Karmon Christopherson 
Readers:  Jim Kautz  
Ushers:  Tom & Patty Lyrenmann 
Altar Care:  Tom & Patty Lyrenmann 
Counters:  Pat Scott and Shirley Slagle 

  Attendance:  12/18/2022:  46 
Offerings – Loose Plate $10; Regular $1,815; Holiday $100; Online $10; 
Building Fund $100 Total $2,035 

Needed each week for 2022:  $2,488.85   
 

OUR WEEKLY CALENDAR 
12/25 Sun The Nativity Our Lord, Christmas Day 
 10:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion 
 10:30 am Royal Family Sunday School 
 11:45 am Royal Family Worship Service 
 6:00 pm N/A 
12/26 Mon 8:00 pm Al/Anon 
12/28 Wed 2:00 pm NO Mid-week Service and/or Bible Study 
 5:30 pm NO Mid-week Service and/or Bible Study 
12/29 Thurs 6:00 pm Royal Family Bible Study 
12/30 Fri 5:00 pm TLWCC Music set-up and Practice 
 8:00 pm AlAnon 
12/31 Sat 9:00 am TLWCC Worship & Fellowship 
 5:00 pm Royal Family Praise & Worship Rehearsal 
 6:00 pm TLWCC Prayer Night 

1/01 Sun First Sunday after Christmas 
 10:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion 
 10:30 am Royal Family Sunday School 
 11:45 am Royal Family Worship Service 

 6:00 pm NA  
 

 
For making Gloria Dei a great place to Worship!  
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TODAY’S LUTHERAN HOUR 
December 25 "A Shoot from the Stump" (Isaiah 11:1) 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
A shoot springs forth from the stump of Jesse. Is it a sign of hope--or a threat? 

 

NEXT WEEK ON THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
January 1 "Out of Egypt" (Matthew 2:13-23) 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Anthony (Tony) Cook 
"Out of Egypt I called my son." With these words the Gospel of Matthew reveals the 
rich and interconnected history of the young nation, Israel, and the young Savior, 
Jesus. Follow them on their journeys to discover the true Israel and what He means 
to your life today. 
 

On Sunday mornings, listen on 830 AM WCCO AM at 6:05 am, or 1110 AM, Omaha, 
at 6:30 am, or XM 170 Satellite Radio on Sundays at noon or listen anytime at 
www.lutheranhour.org 
 

STEWARDSHIP:  December 25 – Christmas Day 
John 1:5 – “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 
Through all of our hardships, all of our sorrows, all of our pains and loneliness, Jesus’ 
light shines in the darkness, and we are not overcome. In the face of our sin, in the 
midst of our pettiness, against all our pride, Jesus’ light shines and illuminates our 
hearts and changes us, day by day, into a greater reflection of His likeness. 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE:  “This time of the year always fills us with cheer | But the 
reason we celebrate is not always clear | The cookies, the lights, the presents, the tree | 
The carols, the decorations, the family parties | But all of the delight and all of the fun | 
Does not mean a thing if we don’t know God’s Son | The tiny baby that was born to die | 
Can sometimes cause us to stop and ask why | Do we really deserve the sacrifice He 
made? | Are we worth the offering and the price that was paid? | In His eyes, we are, 
because He made us His own | And on the cross, the ultimate love was shown | So take 
joy in the season and spread His true love | But always remember the gift from above!” 
Jerrod Nelson – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 

Main Street Living airs each Sunday at 9 a.m. on WFTC Channel 29/9-2 with an 
episode of This Is the Life. This week’s feature from Lutheran Hour Ministries is 
“Christmas on Main Street” and features a Christmas message at a mission that 
brings a grandson and his grandfather together. The worship service begins at 9:30 a.m. 
and will feature the Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, President of The Lutheran 
Church―Missouri Synod, presenting a Christmas message. This program will be 
interpreted and closed captioned for the deaf and hard of hearing. For more information 
or to watch the program, go to www.mainstreetliving.com select the “Twin Cities” tab. 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
http://www.lutheranhour.org/

