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Welcome to God’s House! 
The Mission of Gloria Dei is Caring. Sharing. Serving. Reaching. 

 

We strive to be the local church in the community of Northeast Minneapolis, who are here to 

help people come to KNOW Jesus, GROW in their faith and GO into the world equipped to 

SERVE others. GLORY TO GOD! 
 

Today’s Topic:  God works things out always according to His own wisdom and plans. 
 

A special welcome to visitors and guests; we are pleased that you have joined us today!  If you 

have no church family, and if we can be of any help to you, please speak with the Pastor after 

the service or via the church office.  We pray you will feel God’s love for you and be 

empowered to live as God’s child this week. We look forward to seeing you again.  
 

Is there something you’d like us to pray for today?  If you have family members or friends 

who require our prayers, please use the prayer request cards found in each pew. They will be 

added to the Prayer list.  You can hand your request to an usher before the service or during the 

offering. They will be given to the Pastor to be included in the prayers for today.  Other prayer 

requests can be made by contacting the church office at 612.781.1989. 
 

Children are welcome in worship!   
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated.  

When we receive the true Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, 

- we express the belief that Jesus is the Son of God and Son of Man; 

- that Jesus is our Savior and only way for salvation; 

- that Jesus offers us His Body and Blood in a mysterious yet real way;  

- that Christ's sacrificial death grants the forgiveness of our sins;  

- and that God is strengthening us in this Sacrament to live a more godly; life and to amend 

with the help of the Holy Spirit, those areas not in conformity with God’s will. 

We declare these statements because it is our concern for people to not be hypocritical between 

their faith and celebrate the blessings of God's Table at the Altar. Persons unable to approach the 

Altar may be communed in the pew, please notify the Pastor or Elder if you wish this service.  
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
It is with delight and excitement we announce Pastor 

Matthew Cephus will be installed at Gloria Dei on January 21, 
2024 at 3 pm.  Please plan to attend this joyful event. 
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Third Sunday in Advent 
 
AS WE GATHER:  Remember that God is Omniscient, and nothing is outside of His 
ultimate control. Therefore, rejoice because He’s got you covered! 
 

+ CONNECT + 
 
ADVENT CANDLE (Week 3) – Joy 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING SONG “O Come, All Ye Faithful" LSB 379 

Text & Tune: Public Domain 

 
O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him born the King of angels: 

 
 Refrain: Oh, come, let us adore Him,  

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 
Oh, come, let us adore Him,  Christ the Lord!  

 
Highest, most holy, Light of light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
 Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God in the highest: Refrain 

 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
 Word of the Father now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 
INVOCATION 
L: Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism:  In the name 

of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF OUR SINS 
L: Let us confess our sins unto God who is faithful to hear and to forgive. 
C: Lord Jesus, we have sinned times without number, and been guilty of 

pride and unbelief, and of neglect to seek you in our daily lives. Our 
sins and shortcomings present us with a list of accusations, but we 
thank you that they will not stand against us, for all have been laid on 
Christ. Deliver us from every evil habit, everything that dims the 
brightness of your grace in us, and everything that prevents us taking 
delight in you. This is our prayer in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

 
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED 
 

+ NURTURE + 
 
SONG OF PRAISE “Great is Thy Faithfulness” LSB 809 

Text & Music: © 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. 

 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not; Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 

 
 Refrain:  Great is Thy faithfulness!  Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 
 To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

 Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 
 



 5 

OLD TESTAMENT READING (Read by Sam Winker) Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they 
fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not 
another to lift him up! Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one 
keep warm alone? And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will 
withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!   
 
EPISTLE READING (Read by Verlayne Sather) Romans 15:5-13 
May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with 
one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles 
For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order 
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will 
praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 
And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 
And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!   
 
HOLY GOSPEL John 17:20-26 
L: The Holy Gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord! 
 
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 
word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 
also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory 
that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are 
one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world 
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may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. Father, I desire 
that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 
glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the 
world. O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, 
and these know that you have sent me. I made known to them your name, and I will 
continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.” 
 
L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ!   
 
SONG OF THE DAY “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” LSB 803 

Text & Music: Public Domain 
 

Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, Praising Thee, their sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee. 

 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 
Well-spring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, fountain-head of love divine: 

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!  Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 
 
MESSAGE “God Moves His People” Guest Pastor Paul Biebighauser 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH:  Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he 
rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.   
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.  
 
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS 
 

+ EMPOWER + 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
(Prayer response – P:  Lord, in your mercy, C:  Hear our prayer.) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN “To God Be the Glory” 

Text and Music: Public Domain 

 
To God be the glory, great things He has done; 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life gate that all may go in. 

 
Refrain:  Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

And give Him the glory, great things He has done. 
 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
To every believer the promise of God; 
The vilest offender who truly believes, 

 That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. Refrain 
 

Great things He has taught us, great things He has done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
 Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. Refrain 
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BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 

+ Silent Prayer + 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

+ WE DEPART TO SERVE + 
 

+  +  + 
 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  Hymns are copied with permission:   CCLI # 689918   

 

Audio/Video Upgrade 
Gloria Dei has new audio/video equipment installed through the sanctuary and 
upstairs choir loft.  With a grant from the MN South District, GDLC was able to 
upgrade our A/V capabilities to be able to record and/or live-stream future services.   
The installation was done by Orlin Palm and his son, Kyle at no cost to us.   
TODAY, we are hosting a Goodwill Door Offering which will be given entirely to 
Orlin and Kyle in appreciation for their hard work and graciousness they have 
shown us by taking on this enormous project! 
Please give generously!  Thank You!   

 

Following today’s service, everyone is invited to attend the Holiday Potluck 

luncheon downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.  Please feel free to grab a plate 

and enjoy the wonderful dishes brought to share.   

The Holidays are a time of sharing, so what better way to celebrate?   
 

 


